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Introduction
In this contribution, we provide our views on IMT-2030 submission to ITU-R.  
Discussion
WP 5D timeline for IMT towards 2030 and beyond was agreed at WP 5D #41 meeting in June 2022 (Attachment 2.12 to Chapter 2 of Document 5D/1361) [1] and the corresponding figure from the document is provided below for reference. 
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According to this figure, technology proposals for IMT-2030 can be submitted during the window from WP5D#54 through WP5D#59, i.e. from January 2027 through January 2029. 

In the figure below we provide our views on the 3GPP timeline to fit the ITU-R deadlines.
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In our proposal, Rel-20 and Rel-21 will cover a 39-month period (13 quarters) to complete the 6G study item(s) and the corresponding 6G work item(s). With such a schedule Rel-21 will be completed by the end of 2028 for timely submission to ITU-R WP5D#59 in January 2029. The study items may complete after the end of the Rel-20 freeze dates, to accommodate a more flexible work schedule.
The benefits of such schedule are that it provides sufficient time for extensive 6G study and normative work, which would result in high quality specifications while meeting the ITU-R deadline. 
While it is clear from the diagram, it is perhaps worth spelling out that in our proposal (unlike what was done in 5G), there will only be one 3GPP release in the first submission to ITU-R (Rel-21). This of course doesn’t prevent 3GPP from submitting follow up releases as well, as indeed was done for NR. The benefits of a single IMT-2030 submission are:
· Prevents incompatible forks or easy-ride on top of the 1st 3GPP release 
· Avoids multiple “drops” 
· Avoids lengthy debates to decide which feature goes to which release
· Gives 5G Advanced more time to mature and allows the operators to capitalize on their investments
With regards to the 3GPP 6G workshop and the RAN requirements study item, we believe it makes sense to have these as well, as was the case in NR. There is some flexibility with dates for these topics though, as the RAN requirements study in the plenary can run in parallel with the WG study. Therefore, our proposal is to have the workshop in the first half of 2025 and the RAN requirements SI to start after the said workshop.
Proposal 1: 3GPP 6G workshop to be held in the first half of 2025 to facilitate the 6G study and normative work. 

Proposal 2: Rel-20 focuses on 6G study with 18 months duration. 

Proposal 3: Rel-21 focuses on 6G normative work with 21 months duration, with expected functional freeze in RAN WGs by the end of 2028. Multiple 6G Rel-21 drops should be avoided.

Proposal 4: Initial IMT-2030 submission to ITU-R will include only one release (Rel-21).

It is also possible that some of the studies in the SA WGs will not be contained within the Rel-20 timeline, but will complete in Rel-21. Therefore we propose to keep in dates for the end of 6G study items (at least in SA) flexible for the time being.

Proposal 5: Flexible dates for the end of 6G study items and start of 6G normative work items.
From an SA1 perspective, SA1 endorsed the proposals for Rel-20 work planning for 6G in [2]. We support the proposals therein:
· To hold a 3GPP Stage 1 workshop on 6G use cases in the first half of May 2024 
· For SA1 to submit 6G study proposal(s) to SA#105 for approval in September 2024 
Proposal 6: 3GPP Stage 1 workshop on 6G use cases to be held in the first half of May 2024.

Proposal 7: SA1 to submit 6G study proposal(s) to SA#105 for approval in September 2024.

Conclusion
With the agreed WP 5D timeline for IMT towards 2030 and beyond at WP 5D #41 meeting in June 2022 [1], it is expected that technology proposals for IMT-2030 can be submitted during the window from WP5D#54 through WP5D#59, i.e. from January 2027 through January 2029. We believe it is important for 3GPP to consider and discuss 6G timeline in TSG#102 to ensure high quality 6G specifications while meeting the ITU-R deadline. Regarding the 3GPP 6G timeline, we have the following proposals, 

Proposal 1: 3GPP 6G workshop to be held in the first half of 2025 to facilitate the 6G study and normative work. 

Proposal 2: Rel-20 focuses on 6G study with 18 months duration. 

Proposal 3: Rel-21 focuses on 6G normative work with 21 months duration, with expected functional freeze in RAN WGs by the end of 2028. Multiple 6G Rel-21 drops should be avoided.

Proposal 4: Initial IMT-2030 submission to ITU-R will include only one release (Rel-21).

Proposal 5: Flexible dates for the end of 6G study items and start of 6G normative work items.
Proposal 6: 3GPP Stage 1 workshop on 6G use cases to be held in the first half of May 2024.

Proposal 7: SA1 to submit 6G study proposal(s) to SA#105 for approval in September 2024.
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Note 1: Meeting 5D#59 will additionally organize a workshop involving the Proponents and registered IEGs to support the evaluation process
Note 2: While not expected to change, details may be adjusted if warranted. Content of deliverables to be defined by responsible WP 5D groups
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